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may also believe that he is contributing to that of
others. In reply, it is suggested (i) that such a
belief is not borne out by fact; (2) that the belief
does itself admit a Good common to all, namely,
society and its institutions.                                          26-28

In conclusion, it is urged that to disbelieve in a
General Good is to empty life of what constitutes,
for most thinking men, its main value.                        29-32

II. The position has now been taken up (i) that
men who reflect do, whatever may be their
theoretical opinion, imply, in t^eir actual conduct,
a belief in their ideas about Good, (2) but that
there seems to be no certainty that such ideas are
true. This latter proposition is distasteful to some
of the party, who endeavour to maintain that there
really is no uncertainty as to what is good.

Thus it is argued :

(1)  That the criterion of Good is a simple
infallible instinct    To which it is replied
that there appear to be many such * in-
stincts ' conflicting among themselves.           32-38

(2)  That the criterion of Good is the course
of Nature;  Good being defined as the
end   to  which Nature is tending.    To
which it is replied that such a judgment
is as a priori and unbased as any other,

and as much open to dispute.                       3^*47

It is then urged that if we reject the pro-
posed criterion, we can have no scientific
basis for Ethics; which leads to a brief
discussion of the nature of Science, and
the applicability of its methods to Ethics. 47-51